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Younger brother of a national champ paving his own journey through wrestling.

Luke Hamiti, the younger brother of former Oklahoma State standout and reigning 165-
pound national champ Dean “DJ” Hamiti is finishing up his high school wrestling career. Fresh
off leading Stillwater to a 6A wrestling dual state championship, he has two remaining
tournaments, regionals Feb. 21-22, and state finals Feb. 27-Mar. 1. While these tournaments are
very important to him, he has a bigger goal in his mind. The U20 World Championship this
summer.

“I’m gonna try to make a world team,” Hamiti said. “We go to the U.S. Open in April and
attempt to make a U20 World Team and see how it goes after that.”

High school and college wrestling both are Folkstyle wrestling. A style of wrestling only
done here in the U.S. with a big emphasis on mat wrestling and more of a slower-paced
defensive style of wrestling. For the age group and senior world championships they are
Freestyle wrestling. A fast-paced offensive style with an emphasis on wrestling on your feet
instead of mat wrestling. Switching between the two can be challenging with both styles being so
different.

“Folkstyle is the harder stye,” Hamiti said. “Because of the longer periods, more periods
and just having to be almost perfect in every position during your match. Like top, bottom
neutral, and freestyle, I think you just got to be more solid. You know, different step out rules,

different passivity, action time. And, you know, there’s easier ways to get tech falls, more scoring

opportunities, just all that, having fun with it. I think it is a lot of fun.”



Luke Hamiti is not the only Hamiti competing for the age groups or senior level world
teams though. DJ is trying to not only win the U.S. Open in April but become a world champion
this summer.

“I want to be world champion, Olympic champ,” DJ Hamiti said. “That’s the long-term
goal. My short-term goal is just to get better every day and really start to hone in on those
freestyle skills. Last year was my first freestyle season back and I’'m really liking the freestyle
circuit. Just getting better un those freestyle positions, and then to be a world champ at the end of
the year.”

DJ Hamiti took second place at the 2025 U.S. Open at 79 Kilos falling to Evan Wick 9-1
in the championship bout. Hamiti however has avenged that loss to Wick twice since them once
at RAF 04 last December with a pin over Wick and most recently being a close win over Wick in
the 2026 Zagreb Open where Hamiti took home the silver medal.

The three Hamiti brothers, DJ, Jake and Luke grew up in Joliet, Illinois. DJ and Jake both
graduate form Joliet Catholic Academy but Luke never got the chance to. When DJ transferred
from the University of Wisconsin Luke and his parents moved to Stillwater to follow DJ with
Jake committing to OSU at the same time. To Luke Hamiti there was never a doubt of whether or
not he would follow his older brothers to Stillwater.

“I think I was always going to follow him,” Hamiti said. “He was at Wisconsin before,
and I would spend the summers up there just training with him and living with him. So, I think if
he wasn’t going to move to Oklahoma State, I think I would still follow them to Wisconsin, just
because we were super close and we got along a lot. It was easy to be with them.”

Stillwater, Oklahoma is known as the home of college wrestling. The father of college

wrestling Mr. Henry Iba was the first head coach at Oklahoma State. Since Mr. Iba took over



Cowboy wrestling is the most dominant collegient sports program in the country. Winning 34
team NCAA championships, 145 individual NCAA champions and 494 All-Americans since the
program’s inception in 1928.

On Apr. 11, 2024, after 33 years at the helm legendary coach John Smith announced his
retirement. Under him the Cowboys won five NCAA team championships, 21 team conference
championships and 490 career dual meet wins. 25 days later it was announcer that former Penn
State wrestler David Taylor would be named the programs eighth head coach. Taylor a
distinguished American wrestler winning the hodge trophy twice, a three-time world champ and
Olympic gold medalist at 86 kilos. Taylor was one of the biggest factors in recruiting the Hamiti
brothers when DJ Hamiti entered the portal in the spring of 2024.

“I think it was a calculated decision,” DJ Hamiti said. “I think that I needed better
coaching, better teammates and just an overall better environment. And I just needed that switch.
So, moving here was my best choice by far. You know, just a historic program, and especially
when coach Dave got hired. There was really no other option, one of the best wrestlers of all
time. I was super excited to make that move.”

Taylor also known as “the magic man” was the most popular American wrestler for many
college aged wrestlers when they were growing up. His ability to score when he shouldn’t be
able to score in that position or not give up points when he was dead to rights was “magical”.
Taylor was also Luke Hamiti’s favorite wrestler when he was younger.

“He just finds new ways to make us love the sport,” Hamiti said. “He’s always bringing
in new technique and everything like that. It’s pretty cool to be coached by him, because I’ve

watched him since I was a little kid. He was my favorite wrestler, and now, to be around him



almost every day in the summers, and once I get to college, it’s super cool, not a lot of people get
to do that.”

Every wrestler’s dream is winning a NCAA championship. The vast majority of those
only dream to every achieve that goal. This past season Luke saw his older brother DJ achieve
that dream. Entering the 2025 NCAA championships DJ Hamiti was the two seed in the 165-
pound bracket. The one seed was Keegan O’Toole the Missouri Tiger who had beaten Hamiti in
the Finals of the BIG XII tournament a few weeks earlier. Hamiti avenged that loss in the NCAA
finals with a takedown in sudden victory to complete the upset and etch his name into the history
books.

“Oh yeah, that was awesome,” Luke Hamiti said. “Just being able to go down on the
floor and just experience it with him. It was amazing. It’s a huge accomplishment, especially for
him, because the year before he didn’t place, and just seeing him work super hard and go back
and win the national title is awesome.”

Hamiti’s dad Dean Hamiti raised the three boys with the help of his wife Mary. Raising
three boys all around the same age is no small feat now add in that those three boys are wrestling
and eating non-stop. It is anything but a quiet household.

“Growing up was quite interesting,” Hamiti said. “It was like there was a wrestling mat
or a wrestling ring anywhere in the house. They’re two years apart, so they grew up very, very
close.

“They’re really good kids. Respectful of one another. I mean, that doesn’t go without
every once-in-a-while a wrestling match upstairs in the loft, or downstairs in the basement.

They’re very close and they’re just really good kids and good brothers to one another.”



College wrestlers need to be conscious of what they eat to make sure they can still make
their weight before duals and tournaments but a household of three young wrestlers have no
worries about not eating to make weight.

“My wife and I would always kid “we got to get one of those horse feeder bags and just
put them around their heads”,” Hamiti said. “Because it was two, three times a week, just going
to the grocery store because those boys can put it away.

“It’s a good at this point to see all that start to pay off. Right? Sure, it paid off in high
school and club level, but when you start looking at it, and you’re seeing your boys grow up to
be fine young men, that work hard, that care about what they do, that are willing to put in the
time and the effort, right, not only to help each other, but help others. It’s really special, it’s really
rewarding as a parent to know that they listened. And that they led by example all the way up to
where they are now. It’s a good feeling, it really is.”

This time next year all three Hamit boys will be in the cowboy wrestling room either a
part of the cowboy wrestling team or the cowboy rtc. Even though the focus is on getting better
each and every day there will always be time for fun off the mat.

Whether it is fishing, bowling on Wednesdays or pickleball where Luke Hamiti claims he
is the best out of the group. Which DJ disagrees.

“No, he’s just trying to hype himself up,” DJ Hamiti said. “But I don’t think he’s ever
beaten me once.”

Luke Hamiti is making a name for himself as a wrestler and is looking to make a
statement this summer. As a wrestler or as a pickleball player.

“I beat him and Zahid any day”
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