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Once known for a headlock, now known for his steaks.

Primetime Meat and Wine located on S Main St in downtown Stillwater, Ok. Is owned by
Alex Webber. Webber once played for coach Eddie Sutton and the Oklahoma State men’s
basketball team for four years from 1996-2000. Many Cowboy fans will remember him for
grabbing a rebound and in doing so putting hated Missouri guard in a headlock.

“The place was shaking loud because the guy who I got in the headlock was hated at
every school,” Webber said. “And for that to have happened and they called a foul on him, and |
almost air balled two free throws in a row. I had to choose, is it going to be off the glass or is it
going to be an air ball because I was shaking so hard.”

From cowboy basketball legend to being a stay-at-home dad an “ancillary support staff
for his wife, kids, parents, and community” he called it. He volunteered, was on multiple city
boards and cooked breakfast for every Stillwater public school employee at the school site to
keep himself busy. Then it all started by a visit from his childhood friend and point guard.

His point guard, Terry, was in Stillwater visit from Little Rock and suggested grilling
steaks for dinner. Alex quickly agreed and took him to Sprouts to pick out the cuts of meat. Terry
couldn’t believe that Sprouts was the best place in Stillwater to buy steaks. His brother-in-law
owned a meat store in Little Rock. Alex originally thought Terry was suggesting this to go get
steaks from his brother-in-law.

“Terry, you’re looking at a six hour, one way drive.” Webber said. “You want to eat

tonight or another night? And he said, no, I’m just talking about what you could do for a living.



“I was like, all right. No, I’'m not into that. That’s not my thing. Like, I hunt, I fish, but
you know. And so that concept, I couldn’t get that concept out of my mind .... And so, I jumped
in, and the rest is history.”

Stillwater went from not having a butcher shop to having Primetime Meat and Wine in a
couple years’ time. Now they serve the community of Stillwater with your traditional cuts of
steaks which they have any cut you could imagine sitting in the coolers lining the front of the
store. But they also have non beef products. They have multiple house ready meals like lasagna
rolls, beef enchilada casseroles, and meatloaf. The lasagna rolls being the product of a happy
accident.

“I messed up the recipe,” Said Webber. “And I was like, we made so much macaroni, I
can’t just go throw it away. And so, let’s try it, and it crushed.”

Their most popular item for sale is their brats. Cajun pork pineapple or just their spicy
pineapple. A combination of Cajun seasoning and sweat pineapple in a bratwurst you wouldn’t
normally find in a small-town meat shop. Although he can’t take credit for the Cajun pork
pineapple as the recipe was gifted to him, the spicy pineapples were his own creation.

The person making all of the brats you will find working behind the counter most days
when he isn’t in class, Jude Turkett.

“Each employee has their own specialty making the product,” said Jude. “It is pretty fun
being able to make something that the customers come in here really love. We sell more brats
than we do anything else in the store.”

Recent OSU grad and former employee Gabe Gosney always stops in when he comes up

from Fort Worth for football games or big-time wrestling duels.



“I always have to stop by when I’m in town,” said Gabe. “I can get a couple pounds of
brats or some steaks and freeze them so they will last until the next time I’m in Stillwater.”

Both Jude and Gabe worked together before Gabe graduated. They were close friends
before working at Primetime, but they are so close now that one of the employees even made
Jude a Primetime shirt with Gabe’s name on it.

“It was so much fun working with Jude,” Gabe said. “It’s hard to focus working with
your best friend but it always made work go by so fast and we were still always able to get done
what we needed to for the day and always keep the coolers stocked. I’'m actually sleeping on
Jude’s couch for the wrestling duels against Northern lowa and lowa State.”

Open for not even two years now the store has gained a large regular customer base and
have established a standard that not every store in town has.

“I’ve gotten meats for other chain places in town, but you never know what you’re
getting yourself into,” Gabe said. “With the stuff Alex makes I always know what it’s gonna be
like and the quality of the meat I’'m buying.”

It’s something Webber has always strived for in everything he does. Whether it be his
craft on the court while he was in college or now Primetime, he has set the standard high and
wants to make sure he meets it and enjoys the feedback.

“I enjoy the customer interaction,” Webber said. “I enjoy the complaints and praise that
the product gets. We put a lot of effort and now have the best employees that I could ever have
asked for.

“I have faith and trust in my employee pool to noy only do the job but be trusted to do it.
Per the standard that we’ve kind of created and demanded. It hasn’t always been that way, but it

has worked out lately that it has worked out that way.”



Some people have a moment of “oh what did I get myself into” when opening a store.
Alex didn’t have a moment but more of a realization. As much as he loves the store it was hard
going from spending all of his time with his family, to working 60 plus hours a week at the store.
Less time to volunteer for his community, less time for travel, and most importantly less time
with his first granddaughter.

“My wife travels for work and I used to really enjoy traveling with her,” Webber said.
“That’s kind of definitely taking the back seat. My parents moved to Stillwater, and I don’t get to
spend near the time I’d like to spend with them. I mean if any compared to what I want.

“And then my daughter became a mom and so my wife and I are grandparents, and |
don’t get to offer my granddaughter and daughter the same time I was able to offer my son and
daughter growing up, and so that kind of hit pretty early on just because of the timing.”

Alex was a hard-working player. Suffering a season ending back injury during his
freshman campaign. He had to change his playing style. Become more of a bruiser and do the
little things instead of relying on his pure athleticism to help him out on the hardwood. The stat
the might most demonstrate that point is his fouls per 40 minutes, which he ranks tied for first in
school history. His famous moment wasn’t from knocking down a big three or throwing down a
thunderous alley-oop, it was from a gritty hustle rebound drawing a foul while bringing his
defender down with him.

“I had a guy probably two years ago now tell me it was still his screensaver on his
computer,” Webber said. “And I was like, get the hell out of here. Dude, that was 30 years ago
almost. It kind of defined how I played. I don’t think I played dirty, but I played hard and mean
and physical. .... I gotta knock some guy off the block to remind him where he’s at. And [ did it. |

didn’t do it with ill intention, but I also didn’t hesitate to do it.”



OSU fans will remember him for that moment fans from all across the country sent in
mailed in their local sports page with that picture on the front page to the basketball office. Fans
loved him for what he did Sutherland, even though he wasn’t even trying. Usually a couple of
customers will come in and remember him for that moment.

He’s proud of that moment and the entirety of his playing career at OSU but that’s not
what he’s proud of most. He’s a proud husband, father, and now grandfather.

“It’s nice when people remember you no matter what the reason,” Webber said. “I’d
rather be known for being a crossing guard for four years at my son’s elementary school, or for
volunteering with the Public Education Foundation, or whatever. But that is part of my past that I
am proud of, and it’s not what identifies me know, but it’s definitely a page in history that [ am
proud of.

“One I hope my kids are all proud of one day too."
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